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Advent  
at Resurrection 

O Come Let Us 

Adore Him!



Church of the Resurrection is a church    
in and for the heart of New Orleans.  

We exist to do what every Christian community has been called to do  
at all times and in all places, to love God and our neighbor through the 
grace and truth of Jesus Christ. 

We believe that he lived, he died,  
he was resurrected, he will come again -  
and we believe that to know him, is to know the fullness of life. 
  
Whether you believe that or not, you are welcome here. 
Whatever your background, wherever you are between faith and doubt,  
the door of this church is open to you. 

God mercifully reveals himself to those who seek. 
When that happens, there is transformation to the depths. 
When the church is unified by this power and love, 
it is able to take part in the very work of God, making all things new. 

This is happening in New Orleans.  
This is Resurrection’s dream.  
Come realize it with us. 
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Reflection 

The word of the Father by whom all time was created was made flesh and born in time for 
us. He without whose divine permission no day completes its course, wished to have one 
of those days for His human birth. In the bosom of His Father He existed before all the 
cycles of the ages. Born of an earthly mother, He entered on the course of the years on 
that very day. The maker of man became man that He ruler of the stars might be nourished 
at the breast, that He the bread might be hungry, that He the fountain might thirst, that He 
the light might sleep, that He the way might be wearied in the journey, that He the truth 
might be accused by false witnesses, that He the judge of the living and the dead might 
be brought to trial by a mortal judge, that He justice itself might be condemned by the 
unjust, that He discipline personified might be scourged with a whip, that He the 
foundation might be suspended on a cross, that He courage incarnate might be weak, and 
He security itself might be wounded, and He life itself might die. 
 – Augustine 

For me it is the virgin birth, the Incarnation, the resurrection which are the true laws of the 
flesh and the physical. Death, decay, destruction are the suspension of these laws. I am 
always astonished at the emphasis the Church puts on the body. It is not the soul she says 
that will rise but the body, glorified. 
 ― Flannery O’Connor 

Let us settle in our minds this great truth, that Jesus Christ was verily and indeed Man. He 
was equal to the Father in all things, and the eternal God. But He was also Man, and took 
part of flesh and blood, and was made like unto us in all things, sin only excepted. He had 
a body like our own. Like us, He was born of a woman. Like us, He grew and increased in 
stature. Like us, He was often hungry and thirsty, and faint and weary. Like us, He ate and 
drank, rested and slept. Like us, He sorrowed, and wept, and felt. It is all very wonderful, 
but so it is. He that made the heavens went to and fro as a poor, weary Man on earth! He 
that ruled over principalities and powers in heavenly places, took on Him a frail body like 
our own. He that might have dwelt forever in the glory which He had with the Father, 
amidst the praises of legions of angels, came down to earth and dwelt as a Man among 
sinful men. Surely this fact is an amazing miracle of condescension, grace, pity and love. 
 – J.C. Ryle 

Only the humble believe him and rejoice that God is so free and so marvelous that he 
does wonders where people despair, that he takes what is little and lowly and makes it 
marvelous. That is the wonder of all wonders, that God loves the lowly. God is not 
ashamed of the lowliness of human beings. God marches right in. He chooses people as 
his instruments and performs his wonders where one would least expect them. God is near 
to lowliness; he loves the lost, the neglected, the excluded, the weak and broken. 
 ― Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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P R E L U D E  

W E L C O M E  

Call to Worship:  Psalm 8 

Leader: O Lord, our Lord, 
         how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

       All: When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
         the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
  what is man that you are mindful of him, 
         and the son of man that you care for him? 
  Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly   
     beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 
 
Leader: You have given him dominion 
     over the works of your hands; 
         you have put all things under his feet. 

       All: O Lord, our Lord, 
         how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
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Angels We Have Heard on High 

Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 

Gloria, in Excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in Excelsis Deo 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria, in Excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in Excelsis Deo 

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Christ whose birth the angels sing 

Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King 

Gloria, in Excelsis Deo 
Gloria, in Excelsis Deo 
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Yet Not I, but Through Christ In Me 

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 

He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom 
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to His 

Oh how strange and divine, I can sing: all is mine 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side, the Savior He will stay 
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing 

For in my need, His power is displayed 

To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley He will lead 

Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven 
The future sure, the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 

To this I hold, my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 

Oh the chains are released, I can sing: I am free 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
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With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For He has said that He will bring me home 

And day by day I know He will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to Him 

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 

When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
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L I G H T I N G  O F  T H E   
A D V E N T  C A N D L E  

Micah 4 & 5 

4:1  It shall come to pass in the latter days 
    that the mountain of the house of the Lord 
  shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
    and it shall be lifted up above the hills; 
  and peoples shall flow to it, 
2  and many nations shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  
    to the house of the God of Jacob,  
  that he may teach us his ways  
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

5:1  Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; 
    siege is laid against us; 
    with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 
2  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
    who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
  from you shall come forth for me 
    one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
  whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
3  Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
    when she who is in labor has given birth; 
  then the rest of his brothers shall return 
    to the people of Israel. 
4  And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the     
    Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great 
    to the ends of the earth. 
5  And he shall be their peace. 
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O Holy Night 

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining,  
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining  
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,  

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn 
 

Fall on your knees!  
Oh, hear the angel voices!  

O night divine! 
 O night when Christ was born;  

O night divine!  
O night, O night divine!  

 
Truly He taught us to love one another,  
His law is love and His gospel is peace 

Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother 
And in his name all oppression shall cease 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
Let all within us praise His holy name!  

Christ is the Lord! 
Oh, praise His name forever! 

His power and glory evermore proclaim! 
His power and glory evermore proclaim! 

 
Fall on your knees!  

Oh, hear the angel voices!  
O night divine! O night when Christ was born;  

O night divine! O night, O night divine! 
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Confession of Faith:  Philippians 2 

We seek to have this mind among ourselves, 
   which is ours in Christ Jesus, 
   who, though he was in the form of God,  
   did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,  
   but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,  
   being born in the likeness of men.  
And being found in human form, he humbled himself  
   by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore God has highly exalted him  
   and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,  
   so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
   and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
   to the glory of God the Father. 

The Offertory* 

Resurrection News 

Children’s Nativity 

The Passing of the Peace 

 
*In the offering, we respond to God’s generosity with our own. Please feel under no obligation to give. 
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GIVE AT THE WELCOME TABLE          
GIVE BY MAIL → to: ’Church of the Resurrection’, P.O. Box 52888, New Orleans, LA 70152                                     
GIVE ONLINE → visit resurrectionnola.com/give                                    

http://resurrectionnola.com/give


T H E  W O N D E R S  O F   
T H E  I N C A R N A T I O N  

Sermon:  Hebrews 2:6-18 
“The Magnificent Frailty of God”  
Rev. Ben Cunningham 

6 It has been testified somewhere, “What is man, that you are mindful of 
him, or the son of man, that you care for him? 7 You made him for a little 
while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor, 
8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his 
control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 
9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 
namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 
death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in 
bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation 
perfect through suffering. 11 For he who sanctifies and those who are 
sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call them 
brothers, 12 saying, “I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of 
the congregation I will sing your praise.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust 
in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who 
through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not 
angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore 
he had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has 
suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord! 
          All:   Thanks be to God! 
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Confession of Sin 

The Forgiveness of God in Jesus Christ 

The Lord’s Supper:  Prayer of Consecration† 

The Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 'This is my body 
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way also 
he took the cup, after supper, saying, 'This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’  

   All:  For every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
             we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

†The Lord’s Supper is a vital part of Christians’ communion with Jesus. Together, we affirm our 
commitment to him—and each other—by celebrating his death and resurrection. 
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny 

From depths of hell Thy people save 
And give them victory over the grave   

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 

And drive away the shades of night, 
And pierce the clouds and bring us light. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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The King in All His Beauty  

O lift your eyes to heaven, see 
The Holy One eternal 

Behold the Lord of majesty, exalted in His temple 

As symphonies of angels praise 
Now strain to sound His glory 

Come worship, fall before His grace 
The King in all His beauty 

How worthy, how worthy 
How worthy, the King in all His beauty 

Now see the King who wears a crown 
One made of shame and splinters 

The sacrifice for ruined man, the substitute for sinners 

As earth is stained with royal blood 
And quakes with love and fury 

He breathes His last and bows His head 
The King in all His beauty 

Chorus 

Now see the Savior lifted up 
The Lamb who reigns in splendor 

The hope of every tribe and tongue, His kingdom is forever 

Bring praise and honor to His courts 
Bring wisdom, power, blessing 
For endless ages we'll adore 

The King in all His beauty 

Chorus 
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The Doxology 

Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
All I design, or do, or say,  

That all my powers, with all their might, 
In Thy sole glory may unite. 

I would not wake nor rise again 
And Heaven itself I would disdain, 

Wert Thou not there to be enjoyed, 
And I in hymns to be employed. 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

The Blessing:  Numbers 6 

The Lord bless you and keep you;  
   the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;  
   the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. 

 All:  Amen! 
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       Resources 

John 1:14  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 4:6  
Jacob's well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the 
well. It was about the sixth hour. 

Titus 2:13  
Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ. 

John 1:1  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

Colossians 2:9  
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily. 

John 20:28 
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Colossians 1:16  
For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and  
for him. 

Galatians 4:4  
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law. 

Isaiah 9:6  
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 

Hebrews 4:15  
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Titus+2%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A28&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+4%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A15&version=ESV


         Notes on the Hymns 

At Church of the Resurrection, we strive for the cohesion of worship: our hymns, creeds, 
confessions, and teaching all align to nurture our growth in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). No matter whether they were written last century or last year, 
hymns have their own unique stories behind them: these notes aim both to illuminate the 
songs we sing and to deepen our focus on the object of their adoration, the Triune God. 
Each day we feature a few of that day’s hymns; we hope they help you better understand 
the traditions of our faith, and in so doing, worship more fully each service. 

O Come O Come Emmanuel 
Traditional, based first on medieval Latin antiphon chants, then set to a processional tune 
first used 600 years ago in a Parisian convent, then translated by John M. Neale (English, 
1818-1866) and finally adapted by Henry S. Coffin (American, 1877-1954). Historian Randy 
Petersen writes that when we sing this hymn, “we are joining voices with ninth-century 
monks and fifteenth-century nuns, with a high-Anglican scholar from the 1800s and a 
liberal gadfly of the 1900s, and with all who dare to invite Emmanuel into our world and 
into our lives.” 

O Holy Night 
Traditional, first written as a poem (‘Cantique de Noël’) by Placide Cappeau (French, 
1808-1877). Though Cappeau was not himself religious, upon an invitation from his village 
priest in 1843 he researched the gospel of Luke to write what is now one of the most 
beloved Christmas hymns in the world. Remarkably, this is also the first song ever played 
over radio, first broadcast in 1906. The melody is by Adolphe Adam (1803-1856); the 
English translation, including a second stanza that is rarely sung, is by the American John 
S. Dwight (1813-1891). 

Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me 
Modern. Written by the CityAlight collective (Australian, first released 2018). A rousing 
hymn that echoes the Apostle Paul’s great claim in Philippians 4:13, ‘Yet Not I’ bears 
witness to the length of our journey as believers, and the source of all our strength. Note 
the opening line of each refrain, which serves not just as a bridge but as a confession: we 
hold to each of these central claims of the faith until the race is complete (1 Corinthians 
9:24) and our faith is at last turned to sight. 
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Winter Calendar 

Ministry to the Homeless 
Sunday, December 18th, immediately following the service 
We’ll be delivering blankets and care packages to those in nearby neighborhoods. 

Covenant House Day of Service (Gift Sorting) 
Monday, December 19th, Tuesday the 20th or Wednesday the 21st 
Anytime between 10am-3pm @ The Covenant House  

Noble Minds Day of Service (Painting Classrooms) 
Monday, December 19th @ 2:00pm-5:00pm 
@ Noble Minds Institute  

Christmas Eve Service 
Saturday, December 24th @ 5:00pm–6:00pm 
*Children’s church will be open for children 2 and under. 

Christmas Day Service 
Sunday, December 25th @ 11:00am–noon 

New Year’s Day Service 
Sunday, January 1st @ 10:00am (normal service time) 
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Sermon Podcast: Find us on all major podcast sites! 
Apple Podcasts, Spotify, & Google Play Music. 
Search “Church of the Resurrection, New Orleans”  
CCLI #11459311 

Follow Online: Instagram, Facebook & YouTube 
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Joy to the World 
An Advent Initiative

COVENANT HOUSE 
Serves over 900 at-risk youth each year by providing them shelter, 
counseling, support, love and respect. Sign up to sort Christmas gifts 
for their residents on Monday December 19th, Tuesday the 20th or 
Wednesday the 21st anytime between 10am and 3pm. 

MINISTRY TO THE HOMELESS 
We’ll be delivering blankets and care packages to those in nearby 
neighborhoods that are in great need this winter. A few of our home 
groups are leading the charge, and delivery will be Sunday, December 
18th. Reach out to get involved with any part of the process!

Each of the 5 weeks of Advent, Resurrection is taking on a major service project coupled by a 
major financial gift to the following ministry partners and organizations locally and around the 

world. We're so excited to share Christ's love in the season of Advent!  
Sign up for one, a few or all by emailing info@resurrectionnola.com.

NOBLE MINDS INSTITUTE 
Is a school in the Carrollton area that focuses on academic and personal 
development. In addition to purchasing smart boards for a few of their 
classrooms, we'll be helping with some painting in their building! Our 
day of service is December 19th from 2-5pm. 

OPERATION RESTORATION 
Supports women impacted by incarceration to recognize their full potential 
and restore their lives. They had 10 families with children in need of 
Christmas gifts. We distributed the gifts and a meal to the families  
last Sunday!

GLOBAL CHURCH PLANTING 
We will be partnering with The SOZO Coalition to take the Gospel to the 
unreached peoples of Nepal. Our support will provide the foundation for the 
ministry budget of local pastors reaching out in the remote regions of 
Kathmandhu. Our goal is to see an indigenously led, self-supporting and 
reproducing church established there.
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Contact 
www.resurrectionnola.com 

If you would like to receive our weekly newsletter  
and stay updated on what is happening here at Resurrection, please sign up… 

at the Welcome Table, by emailing info@resurrectionnola.com 
or Text ‘NOLA’ to 38470  

Staff 
Ben Cunningham, Lead Pastor 

  ben@resurrectionnola.com 

Ashley Johnston, Director of Connections 
 ashley@resurrectionnola.com 

Benjamin Morris, Facilities 
  benji.morris@gmail.com 

Meredith Renshaw, Director of Children’s Ministry 
  meredith@resurrectionnola.com 

Samantha Ross, Director of Operations 
  samantha@resurrectionnola.com 

Sam Voelkel, Director of Music 
  voelksd@yahoo.com 

Joy to the World!
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